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PREFACE 



THIS book is not an attempt to impose dogmatic ideas of detailing on its read- 
ers. The details have been gathered from widely separated portions of the 
country,— North, South, East and West,— with a sincere attempt to serve all 
sections without discrimination. Therefore, it should be remembered that -local 
custom largely determines the methods of building construction and that methods 
that are in common use in one locality may be considered unduly expensive or com- 
plex in others. Climatic and other conditions also exert their influence. Almost 
any of the details shown, however, may be readily taken as a basis for other designs 
and may be modified or elaborated to suit individual requirements. 

It is impossible for this or any other book to fully cover the many ramifica- 
tions of building construction. Neither shoddily cheap nor highly expensive meth- 
ods have been illustrated. Only features adapted to moderate sized buildings, — 
which form a vast majority of construction work, — are included. It is intended 
to issue revised editions of the book from time to time as the need arises to bring 
methods up to date, and to include therein such features as are omitted in this 
edition. 

The details are new to publication in almost every instance and with the ex- 
ception of the contents of some half-dozen plates it is believed that they have 
never before been presented. For the purpose of obtaining uniformity the writer 
personally drew most of the plates, and in every case checked them carefully; if 
mistakes escaped him they were not due to carelessness nor to lack of realization of 
his responsibility. 

The purpose of the book is twofold. First, it is hoped that the details will 
prove of daily assistance in solving problems of building construction both at the 
drawing board and in the field. A mere scanning of the contents or a blind follow- 
ing of the examples will not make the various applications of each plate fully evi- 
dent. That is, a careful examination will show that hundreds of items that are 
interchangeable and adaptable to other problems are contained on the plates. No 
one has yet invented a substitute for the personal study that is required of the 
seeker for knowledge. 

The other purpose of this book is to stimulate criticism. New methods of 
construction and the use of materials are constantly adding to the completeness 
of our knowledge of building construction. In many cases improved methods orig- 
inated in one section do not become generally known for years; thus involuntarily 
withholding valuable knowledge from the country at large. Every reader of this 
book is capable of suggesting improvements in the contents of future editions, and 
is hereby appointed a committee of one to improve or add to the methods shown 
herein. This appointment applies to all members of the building profession, in- 



eluding not ojijy architects, contractors, builders, and materialmen, but each and 
every one of their assistants. The suggestions may concern methods shown in their 
book or may cover features not included. They may be small scale blue-prints or 
rough sketclies with the explanations written in. The principal value lies in the 
idea behind the design. 

The importance of individual cooperation in making future editions of this 
book worth while cannot be too strongly stressed. Every one of us is dependent 
on others for h|s knowledge "and to pass along the information is a duty, not a choice. 
Suppose each man from the beginning had withheld his bit of knowledge from the 
community at large. Can a skyscraper or even the humblest of modem buildings 
be imagined as possible under such circumstances? It is your duty to send in 
details as interest payments on the vast debt which you owe to the millions of un- 
selfish men whose interchange of ideas for thousands of years has made our every 
possession possible. 

The writer wishes to express his gratitude to the architects, builders, contract- 
ors, materialmen and others who so freely gave their assistance during the prepa- 
ration of the plates. If the book falls short of its aim it will not be due to selfishness 
nor lack of opoperation on their part. 

November, 1920. JIM T. POMEROY, 

Associate Editor National Builder. 
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